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III Maccabees  
Summary For Chapters 1-5 

The authorship and the history may be in question, but it is obvious that the 
writer intended to get a simple message across to his people. Ptolemy IV 
had his own internal problems before he decided to invade the Seleucid 
Empire to increase his territory. It took a former Jew to rescue his life from 
certain danger in the midst of the battle.  

During his journey home to Egypt, he stopped at several shrines to impress 
his subjects in various kingdoms and nations. When he arrived at 
Jerusalem, he was so impressed by the dress, the worship, the order of the 
service that he (as a gentile) wanted to see what was behind the curtain for 
the Holy of Holies. All of the clergy and the people prayed for this to never 
happen, and that Yahweh would intervene to put him in his place.  

We are told that by divine intervention, Ptolemy IV is struck down and had 
to be dragged out of the temple. He was enraged that the Jews prevented 
him from entering the Holy of Holies. That anger never abated even after he 
arrived back in Egypt. In his home country he decided to take out his 
frustration on the Jews in Egypt by making them second class citizens, 
branding them as slaves, rounded up those who resisted his decrees, and 
executing those who resisted his commands.  
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We have seen how he tried to have them registered in order to slay them, 
but the Lord ensured that the paper and the writing instruments all failed. 
He had them transported to a single location to have them all publicly 
executed. He ill-treated Jewish persons of all ages, and despite his efforts, 
God intervenes to save them in small acts and frustrate the King’s plans.  

Ptolemy IV falls into a deep sleep and their execution is postponed. He 
accuses his helpers of being bribed to keep the Jews alive, that is why the 
Jews are not killed. Secondly his mind begins to place tricks on him, and 
the execution of the Jews is once again delayed. We ended out last class 
with them preparing to kill the Jews the following day.  

That day began with God’s people pleading with God to save and deliver 
them from Ptolemy’s forces.  

 

1. III Maccabees 6:1-41 One Praying Man 

a.  1-15 The Priest Eleazar calls his people to stop praying and he now 
recalls their salvation history in a prayer to remind God of what he has 
done in the Past. Despite all of their frailties, Eleazar asks for God to still 
rescue and save his people.  

 

b. 16-21 As soon as the prayer is completed, the drunken animals run wild. 
It is not the Jews, but Ptolemy’s own people that the animals turned to 
attack. There is utter confusion. The animals turned on the arm forces and 
began trampling them.  

c. 22-29 The King has a sudden change of heart towards the Jews. He now 
turns on his friends. According to Ptolemy now, the Jews have always 
helped Egypt and in her governance. He orders the Jews, the children of the 
living God, to be set free. The Jews immediately praised their God for their 
deliverance.  

d. 30-34 On returning to the city, Ptolemy IV summons his official and 
orders that the Jews be compensated.  The funeral songs were to stop 



3 
 

being sung and preparation was to be made for a banquet of deliverance. 
The former crowd who wanted destruction are put to shame.  

e. 35-41 The Jews rejoice in their deliverance, but it was not in drunkenness 
and gluttony, but in establishing a religious rite to mark their deliverance.  

  

2. III Maccabees 7:1-23  Letter from King Ptolemy IV 

a. 1-9 Ptolemy IV claims that the acts carried out against the people of God 
were generated by persons who wanted to destroy them without cause or a 
trial. By false rumors they were attacked, yet God will surely defend them.  
They had devised evil against the people of God and God has saved them. 
The evil persons have been dealt with by the King. Ptolemy IV says that he 
knows that the God of All Heaven has a very special relationship with His 
people. The order is given for the Jews to be allowed to return to their 
homes.   

b. 10-16 The Jews do not leave immediately. They asked for permission to 
punish those from their own numbers who had done mischief to their own 
people by spreading false rumors. After the task was completed, the 
journey home began.  

c.17-23 When they arrived back to their abode, the feasting continued. 
Their goods are returned to them and they were able to establish 
themselves back into the land. The story ends on a positive note.  


